
 Community Council

Minutes of Meeting held on 2nd March 2022

At a meeting of Ilston Community Council held at 7pm, at Nicholaston and Penmaen Village Hall on Wednesday, 2nd March 2022.
Present:
Councillors: Mr D Ponting, Mrs A Elliott, Mrs F Owen-John, Mrs J Griffiths, Dr J Kingham, Mr R Church and Mr V Jones 
Cllr R Church joined the meeting at 7.30pm 

Also present: Ms R Muuns from the Ecological Land Cooperative and Mr T Davies, Steward of the Ecological Land Cooperative land at near Furzehill Green, Parkmill.
In the Chair:
Councillor: Mr D. Ponting
Item 7 – To consider Planning Applications – This was moved up the Agenda to allow Ms Muuns and Mr Davies to make a presentation on planning Application number 2021/3251/FUL and then leave if they so wished. After the presentations and discussion by members, it was agreed by all members present not to object to the planning application but to add conditions that no further development to be allowed on the two plots on this site and that the barn could not be converted into a dwelling.
 Ms Muuns and Mr Davies left the meeting at 7.25pm.

1. Apologies for Absence. ​
Councillors: Mr N Hollett, Mr N Huffer, Mr J Howells and Dr J Kingham
2. Personal Interests
Cllr Church declared an interest on Item 5, on 4 (11) (AOB) and Item 12 as he is a director of Tourism Swansea Bay (TSB). Cllr Ponting declared an interest in Item 5, 4 (10), the Queens Jubilee celebrations as he is the chair of the Village Hall committee where Jubilee celebrations will be held.

3. Presentation on the use of Vocaleyes for community engagement by Mr Newbold, Marketing and Business Development Manager
Mr Newbold could not make the meeting in person. The clerk to liaise with Mr Newbold and the local representative of Vocaleyes, Mrs S Rodaway and report back to the members at the next meeting. 

4. Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th January confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Griffiths and seconded by Cllr Jones, all members present agreed. The minutes of the meeting held on 9th February were proposed as a true record and signed by the chairman. Proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Elliott, all members present agreed.

5. Matters Arising
Matters arising from the minutes of the January 26th meeting -
On Matter raised by members of the Community – Field adjacent to Maes Yr Haf – The clerk has not received a reply regarding this matter. It was agreed by all members present that the clerk should follow up on this matter as no response has been forthcoming from Swansea Council.
On 4(12b) Lunnon Hill – The clerk received a reply from Mr N Fitzgerald regarding her query asking about how the position of the white lines are worked out to demark the adopted surface of the road. Mr Fitzgerald said that in general the records are kept in map format which can be viewed online. However, due to the historic nature of many plans there will not always be documentary evidence of the width of the highway and if there is, it may not be conclusive. There are many places where the layby is not within the adopted highway. He wanted to reiterate that the white lines at this location are a demarcation of the edge of the carriageway. Repairs are carried out on a risk basis and by defining the edge of the carriageway this removes the risk if vehicles follow the guidance. He also said that whilst the department has previously filled in some areas outside the carriageway this has been to assist and to prevent further deterioration encroaching within the defined area. He also stated that they have to be cautious as they have previously had to remove tarmac placed in a layby that was on private land. He said that whilst in the area they will look to use any spare material to tackle some of these anomalies, over and above their responsibilities.

Cllr Jones reported that the white lines are already breaking up in places and that the road is not safe to use by pedestrians and also not wide enough for a tractor to stay within the white lines. Cllr Ponting reported that Three Cliffs Lane has had some pot holes filled in outside of the adopted area. After discussion, it was agreed by all members present that the clerk will forward the email received from Mr Fitzgerald to Cllr Church in order for him to compose a reply. The clerk will also forward the photos from Cllr Ponting.
On 4 (10). Parking Problems in Penmaen – The clerk wrote to Cllr Lynda James to ask for help in getting a response from Mr Thomas and to ask if she has any money available to contribute to the repairs needed. Cllr James said that she didn’t have any money left but that if she was re-elected in May further funds would become available. She said that she would visit the car park and contact Cllr Mark Thomas on behalf of the community council. It was agreed by all members present that the clerk to contact the ombudsman as no reply has been forthcoming from Mr Thomas.
On 4 (5) (RfM) Gower Road Closure at Nicholaston – Cllr Owen-John reported that the potholes have not been repaired. She has taken photos showing the potholes touching or very nearly touching the white lines. This is very dangerous, especially to cyclists who are often pushed to the edge of the road by motorists. It was agreed by all members present that Cllr Owen-John to forward pictures of the potholes in the layby to the Clerk. The clerk to chase up the matter with the Highways department. 
On 4 (12) (A.O.B) Wobbly handrail on Ilston Church Bridge – It was agreed by all members present that Cllr Elliott and Cllr Griffiths will check that this has been done when visiting the church on Sunday.

On 4 (11) (A.O.B.)  Traffic and congestion in Parkmill – After discussion, it was agreed by all members present that once Cllr Ponting and Cllr Church compose the questions then the survey would be compiled by TSB and issued to those on the mailing list.  

On 4 (12) A.O.B. – Issue of double central white lines in Penmaen – The clerk received reply from Mr Thomas who asked permission to forward the email on to the Road Safety Camera Partnership so that they may consider it for inclusion on their community concern list. The clerk gave permission. Mr Thomas said that this will potentially mean that a speed camera van will be deployed if a suitable parking place can be found with the necessary forward visibility.
On 4 (7) Planning Application – The Bungalow, Parkmill, SA3 2EJ – The clerk reported that the applicants have been added to the mailing list. It was agreed by all members present to keep a watching brief.



 -2021/1913/FUL -Falcon Tor, North Hills Lane – Cllr Elliott reported that condition three, pertaining to ecological enhancement measures, has been discharged and the application has been passed.
On 4 (8) Report from the One Voice Wales/ Society of Local Council Clerks Conference – The clerk and Cllr Huffer had a meeting to discuss the conference summary report produced by the Clerk. Cllr Huffer will report back at the next meeting. 
e) Overhanging tree branch on Lunnon Hill – The clerk reported that the landowners have been added to the mailing list.

On 4 (6) Reports from Members- Donation to RNLI – The clerk has not heard anything back. It was agreed by all members present that the clerk chase this up with the lifeguard team.

· Missing Access Only Sign on North Hills Lane – The clerk received a reply from Mr Avo to say that all parts of the sign were in-situ and therefore the sign is legal. Cllr Ponting then sent a photo to the clerk showing where the sign used to be. The clerk has written back to Mr Avo to say that there has been some confusion as to which sign was in question and forwarding the photo showing the absence of a sign. The clerk has not received a reply. It was agreed by all members present that the clerk to chase this matter up as lorries are now using the space to turn around, churning up the verges and adjacent garden frontages.

On 7 Planning Applications -Application No. 2021/1862/FUL, The Hideaway Penmaen. No update on this as yet.
On 14 Correspondence – Broadcasting Meetings –. It was agreed by all members present that this would be looked at, at the next meeting, once the report from Cllr Huffer has been discussed regarding the new Local Government and Elections Act (Wales) 2021. The clerk to contact OVW to ask the question that if the Community Council advertises that if anyone wants to join via zoom then the meeting will take place on zoom, if not could a meeting be held in person at the Hall? 
On (4) 5 Reports from Members – Cllr Kngham will update on whether there are any plans for the western car park to remain closed. It was agreed by all members present that the clerk to contact Mr Kersley-Evans regarding adding the ‘No Campervans’ sign to the signs to be erected on Cefn Bryn.
On 4 11 Correspondence – 
7- Zoom Renewal - It was agreed by all members present that this would be looked at, at the next meeting, once the report from Cllr Huffer has been discussed regarding the new Local Government and Elections Act (Wales) 2021.

On 10 AOB – b) Hosting of the website – This will be discussed under item 12.

On 5 Reports from Members – NAT Group bus service – Cllr Hollett will provide an update at the next meeting. 
On 7 Water Supply Problems – Cllr Ponting and Cllr Owen-John reported that there have been at least four outages since Christmas in Penmaen and Nicholaston. It was agreed by all members present that the clerk to contact Mr Taylor from Welsh Water to establish when he will be able to attend a meeting. There may be a need for a special meeting if Mr Taylor is not available for any of the scheduled meetings.

  On 8 - Financial Statement – The Speed Indicator Device is still not working and the replacement part will take two months to deliver so a brand-new device is being sent. 
· Budget 2022-2023 – The clerk to has made the payments to Friends of Pennard Library and Welsh Air Ambulance and is waiting for a response from Gower First Responders. The clerk to contact Cllr Richard Lewis to ask him for alternative contact details.
On 10 – Correspondence – a) The Queens Jubilee - It was agreed by all members present that the £500 in last year’s budget for the VE Day Celebrations be used for the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations. This will be shared between the events happening in different villages in the community council area.

On 7 Planning Applications – 2021/3130/FUL - Siting of toilet and shower facility and chemical disposal at Ivy Cottage Caravan Site Nicholaston, Swansea SA3 2HL – The application has been denied.

On 8 The stall on path to Tor Bay – The clerk received a reply to her query about the necessary licenses to sell food and drink at this location. Enforcement Officer Nicola Murphy, replied to say that based on the information received, this type of activity would require a street trading license, even if operating on private land. They would also need to be registered with the Food and Safety Team as a Food Business Operative and comply with relevant food hygiene legislation. She said that any further identifying information would be gratefully received but not to approach the individual. A Trading Standards Officer has been allocated to the case. 

On 11 Welsh Government Defibrillator Scheme – The clerk has written to the Gower Inn and forwarded the information about the scheme but has not had a reply as yet.
On 13 Correspondence – 

b) Boundary Commission Wales – the consultation period has been extended.

f) Garden Party at Buckingham Palace – Cllr Ponting has been nominated.

On 14 AOB – 
a) Litter in layby up from the Gower Inn towards Kilvrough Manor – this has been cleared

b) Potholes in Furzehill Lane – The clerk has not had a response so she will chase this up with Highways.

c) Burst litter bag and paper in hedge – this has been cleared up.

d) Fibre Optic Broadband in Nicholaston - The clerk has contacted Open Reach and Rebecca Evans AM about this issue. A case officer from Ms Evans’ office has been allocated to the case and will liaise with Cllr Owen-John, Openreach and BT.

Matters arising out of the minutes of the 9th February meeting -
On 3 – Swansea Airport Stakeholder’s Alliance – The clerk has written to Mr Oliver asking if he could clarify the aims and objectives of the alliance but has not had a response as yet.
6. Reports from Members - None 
7. Planning Applications - None
8. Financial Statement- 
Noted transactions since the last meeting are as follows:

Debit – 


Wales Air Ambulance 

250.00




C Toft




226.00




Friends of Pennard Library 

100.00



Total:


£576.00




Credit – None 

Therefore – 

Balance:





£3,493.60 Current Account





£3338.68 Saving Account

Community Council Precept 2022/2023

The payments of the 2022/2023 precept to Ilston Community Council made as follows:
£1,755.00 will be paid on or before 29/04/2022, 31/08/2022 and 30/12/2022.

a) Invoices or requests for payments - An invoice for £88 was received from One Voice Wales for continuing membership – It was agreed by all members present that this should be paid.

9. Completed Audit Return –
The completed audit return for 2020/2021 has been received back from Audit Wales.  The council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations arising from their audit are as follows:
· There is a typing error in Box 1 of the accounting statement. They recommend that in future years the Council checks the arithmetic and consistency of the accounting statement before approval. 
The Community Council gave thanks to the clerk for an unqualified audit. It was agreed by all members present that £5.00 per copy would be charged to anyone wishing to be sent a hard copy of the Audit Return to cover printing cost, postage and time taken by the clerk. A copy of the return has been posted on the noticeboard along with the completion notice and details of where the original can be viewed once received by the clerk. 

10. May 2022 Election Costs – After discussion, it was agreed buy all members present to put aside £1500.00 for costs incurred by the May elections.
11. Broadcasting and Streaming of Meetings – It was agreed by all members present that this would be looked at, at the next meeting, once the report from Cllr Huffer has been discussed regarding the new Local Government and Elections Act (Wales) 2021. The clerk to contact OVW to ask the question that if the Community Council advertises and asks if anyone wants to join via zoom then the meeting will take place on zoom, if no one replies, could a meeting be held in person at the hall. 

12. Hosting of Website Renewal – Cllr Church reported that the cost of renewal with the current host with the associated security needed is £400.00 per year. The cost for the same level of service and security settings with Tourism Swansea Bay, who already look after the website, would be £150.00. It was agreed by all members present that the hosting of the website should be moved to Tourism Swansea Bay.
13. RDP Update – No update
14. Correspondence – 

Post received and noted:

Clerks and Councils Direct January 2022 Vol 139

Glasdon catalogue – Focus on Local Councils 

Emails received have been passed onto council members and noted:
a) Received on 24th February 2022, forwarded by One Voice Wales, from Welsh Government, containing an invitation from The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) to complete a questionnaire about the future of regional development in Wales. 

b) Received on 24th February 2022, from the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales, containing the annual report.

c) Received on 23rd February from One Voice Wales, containing a reminder of the training opportunities in February and March 2022.

d) Received on 21st February 2022 from Swansea Public Services Board, containing a draft of its second Assessment for Local Well-being for 2022. 
e) Received on 21st February 2022, forwarded by One Voice Wales, from Welsh Government, containing details of the Welsh Government Apprenticeship Scheme opening on 28th March. It was agreed by those members present that the clerk send this email out to all those on the community council mailing list.
f) Received on 21st February 2022, from the Rural Development Partnership, containing the latest news from the partnership and details of current grant opportunities.

g) Received on 15th February 2022, from Swansea Council regarding their consultation on Have your say on how Swansea Council works and sets priorities. The clerk to forward this to Cllr Ponting.

h) Received on 9th February 2022, from One Voice Wales, regarding the Report on Section 47, Multi Location Meetings. The clerk to contact one Voice Wales regarding this matter.

15. Any other Business   
a) Cllr Griffiths reported that two huge trees have come down on Lunnon Hill. It was agreed by all members present that Cllr Jones look at the situation.

b) Cllr Ponting reported that a tree is starting to fall, in the wall of Hunter’s Lodge, Penmaen.  It was agreed by all members present that the clerk to contact Swansea Council about this matter.
c) Cllr Owen-John reported a number of potholes on the east bound carriageway, west of the layby in Nicholaston. It was agreed by all members present that the clerk contact Highways to report the potholes.

d) Cllr Jones reminded the clerk about the missing road signs at the junction of Lunnon Road and Pengwern Common. It was agreed by all members present that the clerk chase up this with Swansea Council as she has not had a reply.

Date of next meeting.   The next monthly meeting will be on Wednesday, 30th March 2022 at 7pm at Nicholaston and Penmaen Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 9.05pm
CCChairCChairman.
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