
 

 
1. 

Community Council 

Minutes of Meeting held on 22nd September 2021 
 

At a meeting of Ilston Community Council held at 7.30pm, at Penmaen and Nicholaston Village Hall 

on Wednesday, 22nd September 2021. 

 

Present: Councillors: Mr D Ponting, Mrs F Owen-John, Mrs J Griffiths, Mr D Llewellyn, Dr J 

Kingham, Mr N Huffer, Mr Roy Church. Councillor Mr N Hollett joined the meeting at 

7.55pm. 

 

In Attendance: Members of the public 

 

In the Chair: Councillor: Mr D. Ponting 

Members of the community wished to raise the issue of parking and retail vans in the field adjacent to 

Maes Yr Haf – 

The community members raised the issue of the field being used by numerous vendors and exceeding the 

number of days that the car park is allowed to operate. The field has planning consent for 42 days a year 

for parking and for one van selling ice-cream, hot drinks and snacks. Members of the community have kept 

a tally of the number of days that the car park has been used and the 42 days consent has been exceeded. 

The field has recently changed hands and this year there has frequently been three vans pitched up at the 

site along with a generator, housed in a separate van. Over the last bank holiday weekend lots of van were 

pitched on the field. Members of the community complained to Swansea Council and the vans had moved 

on by the next day. Last weekend during the Market at The Mill, three vans were present plus a number of 

stalls selling various goods.  

During the pandemic under permitted development regulations, car parks had their number of permitted 

operating days doubled in most areas but in the Gower AONB, this was only increased by half.  

The car park is causing a traffic hazard as there is signage up constantly and cars assume it is open. They 

frequently turn into the field and find it closed, they then have to reverse out on to the main Gower Road 

causing a hazard. The operators of the vans are using public litter bins to dispose of their rubbish, this is 

only collected once a week. Litter is overflowing and the community are having to pick it up when it is 

strewn across the road. They are also not being subjected to correct recycling procedures. The operators 

of the vans are also not subject to the same level of overheads of the near-by business or adhering to the 

planning permissions that other businesses are required to adhere to.    

The community council agreed to write to the council on behalf of the community on this issue.  

  

1. Apologies for Absence.  

Councillors: Mrs A Elliott, Mr V Jones and Mr J Howells 

 

2. Personal Interests.  

Councillor D Llewellyn – has an acquaintance with the owner of the field adjacent to Maes Yr Haf. 

Councillor R Church – has rented the field for additional parking whilst an event is going on at the 

Heritage Centre. 

 

 



 

 
2. 

3. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2021 were confirmed as a true record and signed by 

the Chairman. Cllr F Owen-John proposed and Cllr J Kingham seconded, all present in agreement. 

  

4. Matters Arising 

 

On 3 – Introduction of PC Paul Thomas – The clerk emailed the date of this meeting to PC Thomas 

but, unfortunately, he was away on a driving course and couldn’t attend. The clerk has asked for an 

update on the matters raised in the last meeting and is awaiting a reply. 

 

On 4(12b) Lunnon Hill – No update. The clerk has emailed Mr Pike from Swansea Council regarding the 

issues identified on Lunnon Hill and what the council will do to sort them out but has not received a 

reply. The clerk to email Mr Fitzgerald, the head of Highways, for a response. 

 

On 4(2 (A.O.B)) 3 Trail Bikes – No update, the clerk to email Mr Dale to see if they have received the 

sign. 

  

On 4 (7) RPD: Japanese Knotweed – The clerk met with Chris Lindley and the new Community 

Botanical Officer about the Knotweed issue in the community. They reported that the council has 

received funding to commence the spraying of the knotweed on the week commencing 4th October. Miss 

Jones has written a detail account of the issues associated with Japanese knotweed and how it is best 

treated. This will be displayed on the community council website. She has also sent through warning sign, 

containing a link to the website, to put up in the community.   

 

On 4 (10). Parking Problems in Penmaen – The clerk has contacted Mr Thomas, the Group Leader for 

Traffic and Highway Network Management, regarding the monitoring of traffic in the area but has not 

had a reply. Mr Fitzgerald, Highways Manager, responded that a Highways inspector has visited the car 

park. His report identified substantial surface deterioration, recommending that the area needs a surface 

overlay and the lines currently in situ need reinstating. Mr Fitzgerald reported that a land registry search 

had been carried out on the car park, this identified that most of the land is owned on a freehold basis by 

Swansea Council. Some of it is managed by the Highways team and the majority is managed by the 

Housing Team. The Housing Team have been contacted with a view to getting the necessary repair and 

reinstating work done. The clerk has contacted Mr Fitzgerald to ask that the community council be 

informed before the work is to be carried out so that we can liaise with the residents of Tor View 

regarding the reinstatement of the crosshatchings to ensure that access is not hindered to the properties.  

 

On 4 (5) (RfM) Gower Road Closure at Nicholaston – The clerk contacted Nigel Fitzgerald who passed 

the email on to the emergency response team in regard to the pot holes and the waste management team 

with regard to the rubbish. The relevant teams have been asked to contact the clerk when the issues have 

been rectified. Cllr Owen-John asked the clerk to find out when the original email was sent by her to 

report these issues to the council.  

 

On 4 (12) (A.O.B) Broken handrail on Ilston Church Bridge – The clerk to chase Mr Dale for an update.  

  

On 9 Risk Assessments – the clerk to resend the risk assessment document to Cllr Ponting. The update 

on the laptop has been done. The clerk has been having some issues with email and printing since the 

update. The clerk to chase PC Homecall to get the issues sorted.  
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On 11 (A.O.B.) Lifting of Lockdown Letter to Swansea Council –Gower MP, Tonia Antoniazzi has been 

in touch with Cllr Church to see if the community council has had any response to our letter to Swansea 

Council. The clerk confirmed that the community council had not received a response. Ms Antoniazzi has 

not had much response either. There was an attempt to establish a park and ride service from Scurlage to 

Rhossilli on the basis that buses would go once full rather at scheduled times. There were objections from 

residents. Swansea Council are contemplating bringing back the free buses from Friday through to 

Monday and they are also supporting the Gower Sunday Bus once again. 

  

Cllr Griffiths reported that the traffic through Parkmill and Kilvrough was horrendous during the 

summer. There were several instances of major congestion and at these times emergency vehicles would 

not be able to get through. The clerk to arrange a meeting with the Traffic department and Highways 

department to ask for traffic control measures and the introduction of a 20 mile per hour speed limit.    

 

On 12 A.O.B. – Issue of double central white lines in Penmaen – The clerk has contacted Mr Thomas for 

an update on the survey on traffic speeds in Penmaen. The clerk to write to Huw Evans in Democratic 

Services to see if he can help get a response.   

 

On 7 Planning Application – The Bungalow, Parkmill, SA3 2EJ – No update. Cllr Elliott to monitor. 

 

On 9 Update on the RDP –The Gower Ambassadors Project has received the funding. Sixty ambassadors 

are registered across the rural wards. Cllr Church to monitor. 

 

On 11 A.O.B. Fallen Tree on Furzehill Lane – Cllr Hollett reported that he had not had a reply from the 

Wildlife Trust. He will chase them up. 

 

On 11 Any Other Business:  

a) Carterford crash barrier – The crash barrier is still dented. The clerk to chase. 

 

b) The large dip in road at Cleveland Dale – The clerk has contacted Mr Pike but not received a reply. 

The Clerk to contact Mr Fitzgerald regarding this issue as it is dangerous especially with ever increasing 

traffic. 

 

On 8 Report from the One Voice Wales/ Society of Local Council Clerks Conference - An update 

from Cllrs Hollett and Huffer will be given next meeting. 

 

On 13 Any Other Business –  

e) Overhanging tree branch on Lunnon Hill  - Cllr Llewellyn reported that agricultural contractors 

cannot get their vehicles under the tree limb as it is now hanging so low. He now has to find an 

alternative route. The Clerk has asked for but not received an update. The Clerk to chase up with 

Nigel Fitzgerald and Huw Evans.  

f) New Biodiversity Officer – The clerk has emailed the nature conservation team and the AONB 

team. The new officer, Ursula Jones, is in place, she is very busy dealing with the Japanese Knotweed 

at present and will send a report after this is dealt with.  

On 6. Reports from Members - The clerk reported the broken emergency phone to the Coastguard and 

was told that it was the responsibility of Swansea Council. She then contacted Swansea Council who sent 
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through a recent report commissioned by the RNLI covering issues such as the phone and the signage at 

Three Cliffs Bay. In the report it recommends new signage at the main entrance points to the bay and also 

that the phone should be removed. The community council are happy to support the new signage but 

think that the phone provides a valuable service as not everyone is aware that you can call 999 without a 

signal from your network on a mobile phone. The Clerk to write to the RNLI pressing for them to keep 

the phone and to mention that the National Trust are the main stakeholders as they own the beach. The 

clerk to contact Pennard Community Council and send the report to them, as part of the area concerned 

is within their remit.   

 

The Access Only sign on North Hills Lane is still missing, the clerk to chase.  

 

On 7 Planning Applications -Application No. 2021/1862/FUL, The Hideaway Penmaen. This application 

is still awaiting a decision. 

  

On 8 The Consultation on the draft Swansea Supplementary Planning Guidance – Cllr Elliott will 

update at the next meeting.  

On 9. The community council’s representatives on the One Voice Wales Area 

Committee - Cllr Huffer has agreed to be the community council representative.  

On 14 Correspondence – The clerk to chase up regarding the virtual broadcasting of 

meetings webinar supplementary documentation that was to be sent to her. 

5. Reports from Members 

Cllr Kingham reported that the National Trust car park in Penmaen at the bottom of the east side of 

Cefn Bryn has, over the last few years, become a permanent wild camping site. Despite there being 

two campsites very close by. Camper vans are parked there almost every night, depending on the 

weather. There are no toilet facilities available so campers are using the natural surroundings. The 

clerk to liaise with Cllr Kingham in order to write to the National Trust to report the abuse of this 

local beauty spot and to ask for signage to be put up to make the public aware that camping is illegal 

on this site as no signage currently exists.  

6. Planning Applications 

Application No. 2021/2363/PNA 

 Location:  Webbsfield, Ilston, Gower  

 Proposal:  The errection of a new polytunnel, 19.2m x 7.32m x 2.8 m 

 Applicant:  Mr T O’Kane 

After discussion, no objections were raised. 

 

7. Financial Statement 

Balances 

 Noted transactions since the last meeting are as follows: 

 

Debit -  

C E Toft     £226.00  13/09/2021 
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C E Toft     £226.00  31/08/2021 

PC Homecall    £120.00  31/08/2021 

 

Total:      £570.00 

 

 

 

Credit –  

 Interest      £0.08 

 Swansea Council    £1820.00 

      Total:        £1820.08 

 

Therefore – 

Balances: 

      £4726.06 Current Account 

       £3,338.60 Deposit Account 

 

a) The invoice presented by PC Homecall for £120.00 was paid on 31st August 

2021 as this was agreed by all present at the meeting held on 28th July 2021, item no. 

12b. No other invoices, accounts for payment or requests for donations were received. 

Cllr Church reported that he will present an invoice for £1500.00 for the Speed 

Indicator Device. There is an option to display a message on the device, members to 

contact Cllr Church with ideas for the display message. 

   

b) The clerk presented her expenses from June 2019 and apologised for leaving it so long. The 

expenses amounted to £72.46, payment was agreed by all members present.  

 

  

8. Update on the RDP 

There are still funds available in the RDP pot. Any community group can apply for funding. Details of 

how to apply can be found on the RDP webpage on Swansea Council’s website at 

https://www.swansea.gov.uk/RDPfunding. The RDP contact for new applications is Vicki Thompson. 

 

9. The RNLI Report 

See above. 

 

10. The community council’s representatives on the One Voice Wales Area Committee 

Cllr Huffer has agreed to be the community council’s representative on the OVW area committee. 

 

11. Correspondence  

 

Clerk and Councils direct July 2021, Issue 137 

 

Emails received have been passed onto council members and noted. 
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1. Received on 30th July 2021, from Leighton Jones, Secretariat to the Independent Remuneration 

Panel for Wales, attaching the link to the draft consultation and proposals of the remuneration 

framework for Town and Community Councils. Members can comment via the link if they so 

wish. 

2. Received on 12th August 2021, from Tylee Perry, the Local Government Democracy Policy 

Manager, via One Voice Wales, attaching the consultation documents on Town and Community 

Council responses to the consultation on the draft Local Elections (Principal Areas) (Wales) 

Rules 2021 and draft Local Elections (Communities) (Wales) Rules 2021. They are working on 

the consultation responses with OVW. 

3. Received on 17th August 2021, from One Voice Wales, the Public Services Ombudsman for 

Wales has updated the guidance in support of the 2016 Model Code of Conduct. The document is 

attached. The clerk to email it out to all members.  

4. Received on 24th August 2021, from Huw Evans, Head of Democratic Services, attaching an 

updated Single Point of Contact List for the use of the Clerk and the Chair when needing to liaise 

with Swansea Council. 

5. Received on 3rd September 2021, from Swansea Active Travel Plan, containing a link to the 

consultation on a new Active Travel Network Map, seeking views on both existing and proposed 

future routes, for walking and cycling journeys. It was raised that Kilvrough could come under 

the remit of this plan. 

6. Received on 8th September 2021, from the Boundary Commission for Wales, informing us that 

the Commission’s report containing initial proposals for changes to Parliamentary constituencies 

in Wales has been published. The email contains a link to the report and related maps.  

7. Received on 13th September 2021, from Charly Cope, the Referral and Engagement worker for 

Swansea Women’s Aid, asking for assistance in engaging with the community. Cllr Ponting to 

respond. 

8. Received on 18th September 2021, from Paul Sherwood, Penrice Community Council, containing 

the link to the UK Government’s open consultation on strengthening enforcement of the 

dangerous use of recreational and personal watercraft.   The clerk will liaise with Cllr Hollett to 

compose a letter to the owners of Oxwich beach asking for a ban on jet skis, copying in the 

consultation.  

 

 

12. Any other Business    

None 

 

 Date of next meeting.   Wednesday, 27th October 2021 at 7.00 pm at Nicholaston and 

Penmaen Village Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.23pm 

 

 CCChairmChairman. 


