Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held on 28™ July 2021

At a meeting of Ilston Community Council held at 7.30pm, at Penmaen and Nicholaston Village Hall
on Wednesday, 28" July2021.

Present: Councillors: Mr D Ponting, Mrs F Owen-John, Mrs A Elliott, Mr D Llewellyn, Mr J
Howells, Dr J Kingham and Mr V Jones
Councillor Mr R Church joined the meeting at 7.50 pm

In Attendance: PC Paul Thomas, PCSO Joelle Borthwick

In the Chair: Councillor: Mr D. Ponting

1. Apologies for Absence.
Councillors: Mrs J Griffiths, Mr N Huffer and Mr N Hollett

2. Personal Interests.
None

3. Meeting PC Paul Thomas

PC Paul Thomas and PCSO Joelle Borthwick introduced themselves. PC Paul Thomas is the new
member of the Gower Neighbourhood Policing Team. He has taken the place of PC Richard Jeavons.
Th officers were welcomed by the chair and offered the use of the hall for administration purposes and
to provide a presence in the area.

The PC’s were asked to look into the following priorities identified by the community council:

Speed on the A4118, especially during the evenings

Cefn Bryn — trail bikes, off road parking and illegal camping and associated antisocial behaviour, noise
and litter

Parking at Tor Bay car park — Antisocial behaviour and obstruction of access to the houses on Tor
View. Parking is taking place on the hatched areas meaning that in the case of emergency the
Emergency Services cannot get through. Deliveries are also unable to gain access.

Increasing visitor numbers expected over the high season and associated issues.

PC Thomas said he will look into the issues and inform the clerk when he takes over the phone
number of PC Jeavons. The clerk to email the date of the next meeting so that PC Thomas can
update.

PC Thomas and PCSO Borthwick left the meeting.

4. Minutes.
The minutes of the meeting held on 29" June 2021 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the
Chairman. Proposed by Cllir Owen-John and seconded by ClIr J Howells, all in agreement.



5. Matters Arising

On 4(12b)_Lunnon Hill — No update. The clerk to chase up Mr Pike from Swansea Council regarding
what the council will do to sort out the issues on Lunnon Hill.

On 4(2 (A.O.B)) 3 Trail Bikes — Mr Chris Dale replied to the clerk, reporting that the sign had not been
received yet but that it would be installed as soon as they had it.

On 4 (7) RPD: Japanese Knotweed — No update

On 4 (10). Parking Problems in Penmaen — Mr Thomas, the Group Leader for Traffic and Highway
Network Management, has replied to the clerk and said that staff are monitoring the situation in passing
to assess the scale of the problem and asked for local knowledge as to who owns part of the car park.
The clerk to contact the land registry to confirm who owns a portion of the car park and to contact
residents to keep them up to date of the developments.

On 4 (5) (RfM) Gower Road Closure at Nicholaston — Cllr Owen-John reported that Swansea Council
have now completed the outstanding work. She also reported the appearance of pot holes in the layby
near Nicholaston Hall to the council who have promised to fill them in and to sort out the rubbish that
has been left there. The clerk to chase up as these issues have not been seen to yet.

On 4 (12) (A.O.B) Broken handrail on llston Church Bridge — Mr Dale replied to the clerk’s enquiry to
say that they are waiting for the contractor to repair the railing but they haven’t got an exact date as yet.

On 9 Risk Assessments — ClIr Ponting said he will send the completed risk assessment form for the bench
at Penmaen to the clerk for the records. PC Homecall replied to the clerk’s enquiry, they charge £50 to
check the computer over and install updated security software. They recommend that in computers over
5 years old, replacing the hard drive with a new style drive without moving parts called an SSD. This will
address the problem of the system running very slowly as the replacement is typically 6 times faster than
the original hard drive. This replacement costs £70. The clerk to ask about the possibility of annual
maintenance.

On 11 (A.0.B.) Lifting of Lockdown Letter to Swansea Council -Gower MP, Tonia Antoniazzi has been
in touch with ClIr Church to see if any of the issues have been addressed. The council are making the
buses free every weekend, from Friday to Monday, during August. The Gower Sunday Bus will also run.
There are limited seats on these buses as social distancing is still in place. Clir Church is provisionally
meeting with Ms Antoniazzi on 8" August to discuss what other arrangements are being put in place. ClIr
Church asked the other members to keep him informed of problems/ongoing issues so he can pass them
on to our MP.

Welsh Government have put aside funding for local authorities to deal with traffic issues.

The clerk to contact Highways to enquire into whether a weight or size limit could be set for Gower
roads or the possibility of using the routes outside of peak times as very large vehicles tend to drive in the
middle of the narrow roads. Clir Church reported that DPD delivery company have started off- loading
into smaller vans to completed deliveries to Gower.

Clir Ponting reported that littering has become a major problem on paths going down to Three Cliffs
Bay. CllIr Church said that litter picking is something that the Gower Ambassadors could potentially help
with.

On 10 New issue of the ICC Newsletter - The newsletter has been issued to all on the mailing list and
uploaded to the website. The response has been positive. Residents who received the newsletter by email




were asked to inform the clerk if they knew of anyone one not on the list so that paper copies could be
issued.

On 12 A.O.B. — Issue of double central white lines in Penmaen — The clerk to chase Mr Thomas to see if
the survey on traffic speeds has been completed in Penmaen.

On 7 Planning Application — The Bungalow, Parkmill, SA3 2EJ — No update. Clir Elliott to monitor.

On 9 Update on the RDP — A decision on the application for the Gower Ambassadors Project is
happening on 29" July.

On 11 A.O.B. Fallen Tree on Furzehill Lane — Clir Kingham reported that he didn’t see the tree when he
walked that way recently. The verges are very overgrown at the top of Bryn Afel Lane. Clir Hollett to
update at the next meeting.

On 6 Planning Application — Stonemill Stables — ClIr Elliott reported that the application was refused on
the grounds that, amongst other things, it is an unjustified residential development in the countryside and
not in keeping with the location.

On 10 Correspondence -  The EU Settlement Scheme Notice has been displayed on the website.

On 11 Any Other Business:

a) Carterford crash barrier — It appears that the work has been completed. Clir Griffiths to confirm at the
next meeting.

b) The large dip in road at Cleveland Dale — The clerk to contact Mr Pike as the council have not
addressed the issue and it is dangerous especially with ever increasing traffic.

On 8 Report from the One Voice Wales/ Society of Local Council Clerks Conference - An update
from ClIrs Hollett and Huffer will be given next meeting.

On 9 Audit Return for the year ending 31% March 2021 — the audit was signed, dated and duly dispatched
via recorded delivery on 30" June 2021

On 12 Correspondence — RNID Live Well with Hearing Loss project. The advert asking for
volunteers was put up on the website.

13 Any Other Business —

a) Accident on Penmaen Hill -PC Paul Thomas reported that an accident had occurred on Penmaen
Hill on 2™ June. A vehicle struck the side of the road and overturned. An oil spill occurred and
highways attended to put sand over it. Since this happened ClIr Owen-John reported that another
incident had occurred as a car bumper was left in the road.

b) Fly-tipping at Furzehill — no update

¢) Verges and hedgerows - The clerk has reported the problem to Highways with no response. ClIr
Elliott reported that some areas have been done but in other areas the verges have become totally over
grown and are meeting in the middle. The clerk to chase up.



e) Overhanging tree branch on Lunnon Hill - Clir Llewellyn reported that agricultural contractors
cannot get their vehicles under the tree limb as it is now hanging so low. Clerk to chase

f) New Biodiversity Officer — The clerk has emailed the nature conservation team and the AONB
team. The clerk to chase

6. Reports from Members

Clir Ponting reported that the emergency coastguard phone at Three Cliffs Bay has been vandalised and
is no longer working. ClIr Ponting reported it to Swansea Council over a month ago but nothing has been
done as yet. The clerk to find a contact for the coastguard and report it.

The dangerous bathing sign at Three Cliffs has fallen down, possibly due to shifting sand dunes. The clerk
to contact Swansea Council and ask for it to be re-sited so that it is visible to visitors.

The Access Only sign on North Hills Lane has been taken away to be mended but in the mean time the
hole left behind has filled up with rubbish. The clerk to contact Highways

7. Planning Applications

Application No. 2021/1862/FUL

Location: The Hideaway, Penmaen SA3 2HD
Proposal: Replacement detached dwelling with associated landscaping
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Petersen

After discussion the members decided to object to this application on the grounds that the size of the
new dwelling would be oppressive and overpowering, especially from the south facing elevation
visible from Three Cliffs Bay. All in agreement. Clir Elliott to submit comments to the planning
department.

8. The Consultation on the draft Swansea Supplementary Planning Guidance

After discussion it was agreed that very little provision has been made for affordable housing. The
members agreed that current houses should not be destroyed to be replaced with non-vernacular
dwellings. Clir Elliott to submit the response

9. The Consultation on Qualifications of Clerks in Wales Regqulations 2021

The clerk went through the implications on budget and time for the qualifications needed in order for
the community council to qualify to use the General Powers of Competence. After discussion it was
agreed that at the moment the clerk to seek training on specific areas beneficial to her rather than start
the full qualification.

10. The community council’s representatives on the One Voice Wales Area
Committee

This will be discussed at the next meeting.



11. Operation London Bridge

When this becomes necessary, the Village Hall can be used for laying flowers. A link
will be put on the website for messages of condolence. The community council will
contact the local churches and the monthly meeting will be postponed if it falls within
the 10day period of mourning.

12. Einancial Statement
Balances
Noted transactions since the last meeting are as follows:

Debit -
C E Toft £226.00 15/07/2021
Mr R Dolbear £75.00 15/07/2021
Total: £301.00
Therefore —
Balances:

£3478.06 Current Account
£3,338.52 Deposit Account

a) No invoices, accounts for payment or requests for donations were received.

b) The costs of updating the security and the hard drive for the laptop of £120.00
was agreed by all members present. The clerk to contact PC Homecall to arrange.

Clir Church reported that the Speed Indicator Device was due to be delivered in three
weeks at a cost of £ 1500.00. Clir Church to submit an invoice. Payment was agreed
by all members present.

13. Update on the RDP

The Gower Ambassadors scheme is due to be approved at a meeting on the 29" July 2021. The
ambassadors will help to tackle issues on Gower relating to environmental matters and visitors. There is
funding for a co-ordinator position. It is hoped that volunteers can monitor activity at hotspots
throughout Gower and their findings be submitted to Swansea Council for action. There is the possibility
that equipment for example for litter picking can be funded through the scheme.

14. Correspondence -
a) Clerk and Councils direct July 2021, Issue 136

Emails received have been passed onto council members and noted.

a) Received on 15 July 2021, from Dan Beecher, Business Development Manager for Cloudy
IT, inviting members to join a free virtual summit on A Guide to Broadcasting Council
Meeting on 29" July. The clerk will be unable to attend but has asked for the supplementary
documents to be forwarded to her after the event.



b) Received on 28" July 2021, from One Voice Wales, advertising the remote training sessions
taking place in August. The clerk highlighted that it was a good time for anyone wishing to
attend training to do so whilst they are remote removing the need to travel. The council will
need to produce a training schedule under the new legislation.

15. Any other Business
None

Date of next meeting. Wednesday, 29" September 2021 at 7.30 pm at Nicholaston and
Penmaen Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.03pm

Chairman.



